Face lift on Grant Street

Larrimor’s part of new look

By Donald Miller
Poat-Garatie Ssalt Wiiler

art of Grant Street Is torn up,
and more will be, before its face
Lift is complete. Scaffolding fes-
toons Two Mellon Bank Cester,
formerly the Unlon Trust Bualdn’ and
will until Se But
er in bullish,

The owner of Larrimor's, the well
koown Downtown clothing store for men
and women, he has moved his cs-)ﬂ!
old emporium into lmm
in Two Mellon Bank Center at a oost d
§750,000. He also ts that Grant
Street, before oo will be Pitts
burgh's most beautiful, most prominent
thoroughfare.

“I have expectations, pot just hopes,
for Grant Street,” he said. 1 woulda't
bave made this move f 1 hadn't been
confident. The move bas been a great
sucoess. The traffic in store bours has
been incredible

“In my mind, Grant Street is like
Chicago's Michigan Avenwe or New
Yark's Fifth Avenue. It will also resem-
ble Market Street in San Frascisco with
similar brick and markers. People will
come to see this street

“The pi
tel in Steel
tion phase
1988, Grant Street will be almost a
promensde — a street where poople will
;ﬁtpwn}k.m&p.:dhem'uw

esinger, a qui sensitive-looking

man of 46. Larrimor's was founded
his father in 1930.

He sees Grant Street as the center of
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the old and new. “The Porter
first floor
able with

floors mow are rented
ity. I'm told our storem' beip o attract
a superior store to ip
the first floor of the ﬁmz sg:‘em!
across from us.

“There is room on Grant for & luyury

hotel and luxury businesses. It incledes
three new office bulldings ples a 1,006
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rking facility. If there |s one
dnv ck 10 success, It would be han-
diing and availability of parking
“I feel stroagly that if the Port Au-
thority can project an image for park-
and-ride [lots] It can win new
transportation wsers. The subway will
increase pedestrian traffic om Grant
enormously. A lot of my customers will
be using it | think once people try the
subway they'll like it.”

Schlesinger chose L P, Perfido Assock-
ates as architects for the new store. The
ownet's only recommendation (o the
architect was that be learn what Larri
mor's peeds were. An outside store con
sultant was brought in for a brieficg
ses3jon

Perfido chose 1o keep as much of the
former Mellon Bank branch's amenities,
such as tan marble walls, light gray
marble floor and plaster ceiling as
possible

To that elegant background, Perfido
who recently redesigned Pittsburgh Pub-
lic Theater's interior, brought a post-
modern  classically British ambience
with walout-stained millwork and
stacked display tables He and lighting
consultant John Maguire designed a bat-
tery of postmodern spool-shaped sconces
for bright [umination. This is the first
Ume i sew mercury bulbs color-
corrected, bave been wsed, creating a
light, airy lock

The room is dominated by a sumber
of square columas Perfido set the
store's tralfic spine oo the disgonal from

entry stairs off Grant to hed brass-
and-glass doors near the ng's cen-
tral rotunds.

The purpose was to build a pedestrian

passage through the store, Perfido said,
'so that the large amoust of clothing is
pot overwhelming. The store will hold
2,500 suits, 2,000 sports fackets and 2.000
trousers in addition 1o accesseries”

The ceiling was dropped and fitted
with special insets; there are 400 low-
vmx{.g: lights with indivi .dmmtranshm
ers for accurate pinpointing. TEERCY
lights, public ac& and music systems
are concezled in the

Why didnt Sd\..amacr move into 3

B Lava/ Post-Gazette

Larrimor's owner Carl Schlesinger in a section of new store.

pewer space, such as One Mellon Bank
Center? “1 like conservative things and |
wanted to stay in the building where we
had been for so long. This building is a
jewel We didn't want our customers to
feel they were In 2 store that was o
different from the old one."

Besides upgrading sprinklers and oth-
er technical improvements, Larrimor's
enlarged its women's department, bead-
ed by Carol Schlesinger, Carl's wife, and
added an area for Burberry, the Britsh
clothler, “We are Burberry's shop in
Pitshurgh. That's the way Burberry
wanted it.”

me change Schlesinger insisted on
was “high touch,” as be calls it, oot high

Drawing shows how revamped Grant Street will look in vicinity of USSteel Plaza.

tech. “I want customers to walk up to &
shelf or display area and touch anything
they want to. We have no couniers.
Shelves have been specially measured to
contain dress shirts, sports shirts or
pajamas. Scon, every garment will be
exposed.”

When ulesreuple show clothing off
racks and shelves, they can pull hidden
boards from Perfido’s tables where gar-
ments can be placed to be teamed up
with accessories. Perfido Associates de-
signed these tables with an open leg for
lightness. The legs stand on postmodern
balls. Chairs and sofas are reproductions
of furniture designed by Viennese archi-
tect Josef Hoffman in this century’s first
decade.
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